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work of the proletarians of all individual character and charm, the Mani-
festo states that the wage of a workman is restricted almost entirely to
what he requires for his bare subsistence and for the propagation of his
race. This statement, which had considerable truth in it at the time, has
clearly no relevance at all to the conditions of modern capitalist society.
This, indeed, is a fundamental weakness of the Manifesto. It proclaimed
as eternal verities, facts which were local and temporary.
The writers then again enter the realm of prophecy with curiously
mixed results. They predict correctly enough the rapid growth in the
organization and strength of the workers and yet forecast that the
labourer will sink 'deeper and deeper below the conditions of existence
of his own class___He becomes a pauper and pauperism develops more
rapidly than population and wealth'. Almost equally at variance with the
facts of later history is the confident prediction that more and more of the
lower middle classes will be forced down into the proletariat. Once again
the sponsors of Communism sought to found a timeless philosophy on
the conditions prevailing in a short, unhappy, transition stage*
After a statement of immediate aims, including such now common-
place items as a heavy graduated income tax and free education, die
Manifesto continues with a somewhat dreary section in which non-Com-
munist socialists are ridiculed. It then returns to the emotional key of the
opening paragraph with the proud declaration that the Communists
support every revolutionary movement against the existing social and
political order and it concludes with the stirring words: *Let the ruling
classes tremble at a Communist revolution. The proletarians have nothing
to lose but their chains. They have a world to win. Working men of all
countries, unite.*
As an appeal to the emotions, parts of the Manifesto are superb, but it
has no claims to be anything more than that. The world was to wait a
long time for a reasoned statement of the philosophy and objectives of
the Communists. Marx was indeed still preparing himself to write his
magnum opus and the next stage in his preparation began when, after the
collapse of the socialist revolution in Paris in 1848, he left the Continent
finally .and settled down permanently in England. There for the rest of his
life he was mainly supported by Engels, who had been driven by financial
necessity to rejoin his fathers firm.
Marx came to England with high hopes of an immediate revolution, but
his information was badly out of date. The spirit of 1850 was not that of
the early forties, and the demand of England was not for revolution but
for reform. Marx was profoundly depressed by this discovery, as well as